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THE NEW VICTORY THEATER



ARTS (A)
•  creating, Performing & 

Participating in the Arts
•  Knowing & Using Arts 

Materials & resources

•  responding to & Analyzing 
works of Art

•   Understanding the cultural 
Dimensions
and contributions of the Arts

LANGUAGE ARTS (LA)
•  language for information 

& Understanding
•  language for literary 

response & expression

•  language for critical 
Analysis & evaluation

• language for Social interaction

Curriculum Connections: New York State Learning Standards
This School Tool resource guide supports learning in the following areas:

Theater Making: Acting, Playwriting/Play Making, Designing 
and Technical Theater, and Directing
theater Making provides multiple avenues for active learning. 
through the interpretation of dramatic literature and the 
creation of their own works, students engage as writers, actors, 
designers, directors and technicians. 

Developing Theater Literacy
theater literacy provides theater vocabulary when making and 
responding to performance, and develops critical, analytical 
and writing skills through observing, discussing and responding 
to live theater and dramatic literature. in this strand, dramatic 
literature is also viewed as a catalyst for production and 
performance.

Making Connections
Students make connections to theater by developing an 
understanding of self and others. they respond to theater by 
identifying personal issues and universal themes in performance 
and in dramatic text. they investigate theater by examining the 
integration of other arts into a complex multi-media art form. 

Working With Community and Cultural Resources
community resources that support theater Making, theater 
literacy, theater connections and career exploration, expand 
students’ opportunities for learning. Active partnerships that 
combine school, professional and community resources 
create rich avenues for student and teacher innovation in 
the classroom and in production. 

Exploring Careers and Life long Learning
Students develop audience skills and a connection to theater 
that allows them to value the theater throughout their lives. they 
explore the scope and variety of theater careers in teaching, 
production, performance, criticism, design, technical theater and 
related occupations, and they investigate how these careers 
align with their personal goals and aspirations.

Excerpt taken from Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts: Theater
Grades Pre K-12, New York City Department of Education www.schools.nyc.gov

Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts: 
Theater Grades Pre K-12 New York City Department of Education

Using this Guide
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This resource includes a range of information, questions, activities 
and worksheets that can stand alone or work as building blocks 
toward the creation of a complete unit of classroom work. 

Below you will fi nd excerpts from the Blueprint for Teaching and 
Learning in Arts: Theater  and the NYS Learning Standards to aid 
in your planning. 

Fundamentally, the NEW VICTORY School Tool resource guides 
have been created to be fl exible in structure so that you can adapt 
and combine activities to suit your own needs, the needs of your 
students and the demands of the curriculum.

For additional activities that can be used either alone or along 
with this School Tool, please visit the Activity Banks on the new 
School Tool website at www.newvictoryschooltool.org



ABOUT THE COMPANY
Founded in Italy in 2003, Lyngo is a children’s theater 
company that has been bringing new and innovative theater 
to venues throughout the UK and Europe. They have also 
toured to many non-traditional theater spaces through 
The National Rural Touring Scheme, which promotes high 
quality art in local communities across England and Wales. 

ABOUT THE SHOW
Two characters, Percy and April, take the audience from 
Summer to Fall to Winter and back to Spring again in this 
multisensory, highly interactive experience. Audience 
members, both small and tall, are invited to sit on the stage 
and touch the props and scenery as the story unfolds.

MEET THE COMPANY
writer AND Actor Patrick Lynch

Born in Scotland, Patrick Lynch graduated from Glasgow 
University with degrees in psychology and drama therapy. 
He participated in the World of Music Arts and Dance 
(WOMAD) festivals and the Edinburgh Festival three times, 
twice with his own one-man show, and in 2003 he founded 
Lyngo Theatre Company in Italy. Patrick’s performance style 
includes Commedia dell’Arte, circus arts, and clowning. He 
is a co-presenter on the BBC educational television program, 
Razzledazzle, and has performed on radio,  fi lm and television 
in both the UK and Italy. He has worked extensively with the 
theater company Oily Cart, appearing in the tours of Jumping 
Beans, Boing! and Under Your Hat. He was short-listed for the 
2007 Arts Foundation Award for outstanding work in the fi eld 
of young people’s theater.

ActreSS Airlie Scott

Airlie Scott is an actress-singer with a versatile experience in 
theatre, musical theatre, fi lm, TV, cabaret, jazz and voice-overs. 
Airlie has performed in London’s West End, UK & European 
tours, TV and fi lm.

Director/DeSiGNer Marcello Chiarenza

Born in Sicily, Marcello Chiarenza graduated from Milan 
Polytechnic with a degree in architecture and his work is 
situated on the border between fi gurative art and theatre. 
In the past ten years he has been involved with installations, 
exterior and interior art exhibitions and theatre design for 
the stage and outdoors. He has written, created and directed 
numerous children’s shows, adapting myths and fairy-tales 
such as Hansel and Gretel, Tom Thumb, the ‘cantico delle 
creature’ of Saint Francis and the biblical story of creation. 
He has been at the forefront of the emerging ‘circus- theatre’ 
scene in Italy, directing the fi rst three shows of that genre ever 
performed in Italy - Labirinto Mare, Visioni, and Ombra di Luna, 
all three based on the myth of Gilgamesh. Last year this series 
continued with the show Creature which toured extensively in 
Europe. Marcello designs and directs all of Lyngo’s shows.

coMPoSer Carlo “Cialdo” Capelli

Carlo Cialdo Capelli was born in Bologna where he studied at 
the Bologna Conservatory. He has lived in Milan since 1985. 
He works mainly with synthesized and electronic music and 
has written scores for more than 30 theatrical productions. 
He was the winner of the ‘children’s composer’ prize in Como 
with his fi rst work L’anello magico (the magic ring) and since 
then he has specialized in children’s theatre. Since 1999 he has 
directed his own shows including The dancer and the pianist, 
an anthology of the songs of Dario Fo. Carlo composes the 
music for each of Lyngo’s shows.

coStUMe/ProP DeSiGNer Elena Marini

Co-designer for costumes and props, Elena Marini has worked 
for the University LUAV of Venice, and has worked in fi lm and 
television with institutions such as the BBC and Disney.
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you want to keep an eye on Birdy 
and see if he will ever come out 
of his egg to say hello!”
Lyngo Theatre Company

“

TEACHER TIP: 
For more information about Lyngo Theatre Company 
check out their website at www.lyngo.co.uk  

© The New 42nd Street, Inc.



MY FAVORITE SEASON

1.  Begin by asking your students a series of questions to get them thinking about what they already know about the seasons. 

 What season is it right now? 
 What do the trees look like? The sky, fl owers and streets? 
 What colors do you notice the most?  
 What kinds of clothes are you wearing? 
 What kinds of games do you like to play in this season? 

2.  Introduce an image depicting a different season and ask students the same questions. Repeat until each of the seasons 
has been explored.

3.  Ask students to choose their very favorite season and invite them to draw or paint a picture that depicts what that season 
means to them and what they like to do in that season. It can be anything at all. Encourage them to be creative and use 
their imaginations. 

 
 What colors remind you of that season? 
 What is your favorite thing to do in that season? 

4. Once they have fi nished their art work, ask them to write about it. 

MAteRiAls neeDeD: Images depicting the four seasons; Crayons or paints; Paper for students to color or paint on

nYs leARninG stAnDARDs
Suggested Activity.........................A, LA

In Egg & Spoon, students explore the seasons in a multisensory way. In this activity, your students 
will express their thoughts and feelings about their favorite time of the year and build vocabulary 
that relates to each season. 
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Reflection Questions: 

What kinds of activities did you see in our class pictures? 

Were there any similarities between the pictures? 
    Any differences?

EXAMPLE: 

“ My name is Adam. In the summer, I like to swim”; “In the fall, I like to pick apples”; 

“In the winter, I like to build snowmen”; “In the spring, I like to splash in puddles.”

© The New 42nd Street, Inc.

For more activities like this one check out EARLY CHILDHOOD



ACT THE SEASONS OUT!

1. �Stand in a circle and ask students to think of their favorite season. They can choose the one they created a 
picture of in the previous activity, or a different one. 

2. �Ask them to put their hands on their head to indicate that they have chosen their favorite season. 

3. �What do you like to do in this season? Students can use an activity from their picture, or something they saw 
in someone else’s picture. For example, it could be swimming or raking leaves etc. What kinds of weather do 
we get in this season? Rain, sunshine, wind or snow?

4. �Once they have their activity, ask them to put their hands on their head to indicate that they are ready. 

5. Ask them to strike a pose, like a frozen image, of themselves doing that activity. 

6. �Tell the students that you will countdown slowly from 5 to 0 and once you have reached zero they should be 
in their frozen image. 

7. �After everyone has frozen in their image, invite half of the class to take a look while the other half stays frozen 
then switch. 

	
	 What season does each student represent? 
	
	 Do you like to do that activity in this season also? 
	
	 What is the weather like in this season? 
	
	 What clothes would you wear to do this activity? 
	
	 What clothes wouldn’t you wear to do this activity?

8. �Continue with steps 3-6 for each of the seasons, pausing for the group to observe the different images 
around the room.  

9. �Next, ask the students to walk around the room as themselves. When you say freeze – call out one of the 
four seasons.

10. �Each student must strike a pose which represents an activity that happens in that season. They may choose 
one of the examples they just saw, or do something completely different. It’s up to them! 

Reflection Questions: 

Was it easy to think of your favorite season? 

Why is that your favorite season?

Is there a season you don’t like very much? Why? 

NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
Suggested Activity.........................A, LA

The next activity will get your students on their feet and using their imaginations to explore the seasons 
and bring them to life just like in the show! 
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When you are under three you think 
nothing of using the moon as a pillow, 
joining in with the dawn chorus or 
looking at yourself in a portable 
puddle!” Lyngo Theatre Company

“

© The New 42nd Street, Inc.
For more activities like this one check out EARLY CHILDHOOD


