








Connections to Nevermore and Poe’s Short Stories
Copy the (2) sheets below and share with your students the brief abstracts of Poe’s stories that inspired this production 
of Nevermore. If time permits, read the short stories in full with your class to discover the parallels with the play and 
its characters.

For more information, including the full-text of many of Poe’s stories, check out the website: http://www.poestories.com.  
 

NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
Suggested Activity.........................A, LA
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“The Black Cat” 
Horror story about a cat
A drunk man kills his cat and it comes back to haunt him. In Poe’s 
usual style, the narrator of the story is the killer and we see things 
through his eyes.

“The Fall of the House of Usher” 
An old house and its secrets
The narrator receives a desperate letter from a “boyhood friend” 
requesting that he come to see him. The friend, Roderick Usher, lives 
in a very old mansion out near a swamp. Once inside, the narrator 
finds more than he expected. 
 
“The Gold Bug” 
A search for pirate treasure
In this story, two friends and a servant go on a hunt for the fabled 
buried treasure of Captain Kidd. Through his character named William 
Legrand, Poe explains how to decode an encrypted message. 

“Ligeia” 
A haunting supernatural tale
The narrator of the story describes his beautiful wife, Ligeia. She 
was tall and slender with pale skin and long black hair. She dies and 
he is heartbroken. Sometime later he decides to move on with his 
life and remarries. Strange things start to happen as the narrator 
thinks more and more about his first love, Ligeia.

“Manuscript Found in a Bottle” 
Adventure at sea
Poe entered this short story in a contest and won the prize. The 
narrator of the story is a passenger on a sailing ship. After 
several days at sea, they encounter a violent storm. The ship is torn 
to pieces by the wind and the waves. 

“The Masque of the Red Death” 
The horror of the plague
The “Red Death” is a plague which has killed off half the population. 
In an attempt to separate themselves from the contagious disease, 
Prince Prospero gathers a thousand people of nobility and they 
seal themselves off from the rest of the world in an extensive castle. 

“The Premature Burial” 
About being buried alive
A short horror story about a man who becomes obsessed with the 
fear of being buried alive. Fear of being buried alive was common in 
the Victorian era, as there were many reported cases of it happening. 

Nevermore uses haunting song, poetic storytelling and surreal imagery to 
explore the events that shaped Poe’s career and ignited his lifelong battle 
with “visions dark and sinister.” 
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see if you can spot the connections 
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“The Tell-Tale Heart” 
A murderer’s guilt
The narrator of this story tells you his “perfect” plan to kill an old man, 
taking the reader on his gruesome journey. 

“The Balloon Hoax” 
Newspaper story about balloon travel
This story appeared in the New York Sun in 1844 and claimed to have 
details about a group of men that successfully crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean in a new type of balloon. Although it looked like a real story, 
it was completely fictitious, created entirely from Poe’s imagination.

“The Cask of Amontillado” 
A story of revenge
The narrator in this story vows revenge upon a man named Fortunato. 
He takes advantage of Fortunato’s ego and lures him down into the 
recesses of an underground vault to taste a rare wine, a cask of Amontillado.

“A Descent Into The Maelström” 
Man vs. Nature, an adventure story
Three fishermen are at sea, off the coast of Norway. They encounter 
a hurricane and must fight for their lives while trying to avoid the 
Maelström, a huge whirlpool that sucks down anything in its path. 

“The Oval Portrait” 
A tragic love story
An artist is so obsessed with painting the perfect portrait of his 
beautiful wife, that he does nothing else until it is finished.
 
“The Pit and the Pendulum” 
A torture chamber
This suspenseful thriller tells the story of a man’s attempt to survive 
in a torture chamber during the Spanish Inquisition, one of the most 
deadly inquisitions in history.

“The Imp of the Perverse” 
Procrastination and confession
Poe’s character in this story is a murderer who is fighting the urge to 
confess his crime and wonders what it would be like to commit suicide 
by jumping from the edge of a cliff. 

After reading the following synopses, 
see if you can spot the connections 
in the play to his short stories?
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Nevermore uses haunting song, poetic storytelling and surreal imagery to 
explore the events that shaped Poe’s career and ignited his lifelong battle 
with “visions dark and sinister.” 
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