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What happens next?

In this activity, your students will create their own epilogue to the 
original story about Peter Pan.

1. �After seeing the show, start a conversation with your students: 
What did you think of the ending of Peter and Wendy when Peter 
returns after Wendy is all grown up? Why do you think Wendy 
chose to grow up? How did Wendy feel to see Peter again after so 
much time? How did it make you feel? Would you have ended the 
story differently?

2. �Brainstorm with students alternative ways to end the story of Peter 
and Wendy.

3. �Ask your students to write an idea (a short paragraph) for their own 
version of the epilogue to Peter and Wendy. They can elaborate 
on one of the ideas the class brainstormed, or create something 
entirely new.

4. �Once everyone has written their ideas, ask the students to share 
their ideas with the class. They can choose to read their paragraph 
or simply tell it like the storyteller Karen Kandel does in the Mabou 
Mines production. 

5. �As a further writing exploration, ask the students to expand on 
their short idea/paragraph and develop the epilogue further into a 
one-page story, or longer. Students should structure their epilogue 
to include an introduction (relating to Peter’s promise to return), 
rising action, climax, falling action and a resolution. 

6. �Once each student has completed his/her epilogue, they should 
present their work to the class. 

Teacher Tip If time allows, one suggestion for presentation is for 
students to work in small groups to present their work theatrically 
using bunraku puppets. To do this, see the following activity for 
instructions on making bunraku puppets from newspaper and found 
items. 

Share with your students the handout About Peter Pan on pages 6 and 7. Of special note is the fact that in the original staged 
version of Peter Pan, the story ended with Peter’s promise to return. It was only later that the epilogue of the play and final 
chapter of the novel was added in which Peter does return.

EPILOGUE The final chapter of a story that often 
reveals the final fates of the characters. In some stories, 
the epilogue takes place many months or years after 
the rest of the story.

CLIMAX The turning point of the action in the plot 
of a play or story. The climax represents the point of 
greatest tension in the work.
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Reflection Questions: 
 
Why might an author include an epilogue to a story?
 
How does your epilogue relate to the original story of Peter and Wendy? 
 
Why did you choose this continuation? 
 
What are some of the challenges of building on the story someone else has written?
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MAKE YOUR OWN BUNRAKU STYLE PUPPET

NOTE: In traditional Bunraku puppetry, there are three puppeteers 
per puppet: one to manipulate the head and right arm, one to 
manipulate the body and left arm, and one to manipulate the legs. 
In traditional Bunraku, there is also another performer who voices 
the puppet.

1. �Students will work in groups of three to build a Bunraku style 
puppet. Instruct students to turn one sheet of newspaper so 
that it is taller than it is wide. Taking the sheet of newspaper, 
students twist the top section and tape it to create the 
puppet’s neck.

2. �Students twist a second piece of newspaper in the middle, 
and then tape it to the neck to create two arms for the 
puppet.

3. �They then twist each arm in the middle to create a joint for 
each elbow, and place a strip of tape around them to hold.

4. �Students take a chopstick and tape one to the end of each 
arm. In this way, they can control the arms of their puppet.

5. �To create a waist for their puppets, students twist the middle 
of the body and place a strip of tape around it to hold.

6. �To create two legs, they tear the lower part of the body into 
two halves.

7. �Now, to create knee joints, students twist the center of the 
leg and place a strip of tape around it to hold.

8. �For feet, they twist the lower section of the leg and place a 
strip of tape around it to hold.

9. �Students then attach a chopstick to each foot to control the 
legs of the puppet.

10. �Your students may use the various art supplies to decorate 
their Bunraku style puppet in any way they wish.

11. �With the puppets completed, students should practice 
manipulating their puppet as a group (see the note above). 
Encourage students to practice different kinds of movement. 
How does your puppet walk? Jump? Fly?

12. �Have students share out their puppet movements. As an 
optional extension, ask your students to work as a class to 
use their puppets to act out a story. You can serve as the 
narrator or ask other students who are not puppeteering to 
be the voices for each of the characters.

Mabou Mines uses many types of puppets, including Bunraku style puppets, to tell the story of Peter Pan.  
In this activity, students will have the opportunity to create their very own Bunraku style puppets on a smaller scale.

Bunraku Puppet Large or life-size puppets that 
are manipulated by puppeteers who are visible to the 
audience

Puppeteer A person who controls a puppet  
bringing it to life
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Reflection Questions: 
What are some of the challenges working as  
a group of puppeteers?

How were you able to bring your puppet to life?

How does your puppet move? Dance? Sleep? Breathe?

Why might the creators of Peter and Wendy have 
chosen to make Peter Pan a Bunraku style puppet?

	
  

	
   	
  

	
  

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3

STEP 4 STEP 5/6 STEP 7

STEP 9STEP 8

Special thanks to New Vic Teaching Artist Spica Wobbe  
for her help in developing this activity.

Materials   Newspaper (two sheets for each pupppet), chopsticks (four for each student), masking tape, assorted art supplies

For more activities like this one, check out the  
PUPPETRY on the School Tool homepage.

	
   	
  

	
  

	
  


